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From the Minister

Western Australia has become a world-leading State of Technology, 
a hub for innovation and development of new ways to successfully 
extract resources. 

With this comes a great responsibility to partner with communities, 
protect eco systems and give back to the land and its people.

Resource extraction has changed significantly over the past 50 
years, from digging and blasting to artificial intelligence, autonomous 
vehicles and big data.

The events of the past 18 months have being extremely challenging, with the COVID-19 
pandemic affecting global health and economic conditions, and the resources sector.

WA has not only outperformed the national economy, it has been one of the strongest 
economies in the world. Thanks in no small part to our resources sector.

Our mining and petroleum industries continue to be the backbone of our economy, 
successfully navigating the pandemic to deliver record sales of $174 billion in 2020.

The McGowan Government is working hard to create a positive experience for investors. 

Our State’s environmental policies and requirements are streamlined and easy to understand, 
and our well-documented environmental, economic, and social requirements are world’s best 
practice.

By showcasing these Resources Sector Awards for Excellence projects, the Department 
of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety is encouraging others in the resources sector to 
continually improve and move to the forefront of social and environmental outcomes. 

The finalists in tonight’s awards demonstrate that our resources sector is not limited to 
advances in new technology; they include innovative thinking, research and conservation 
strategies, meaningful collaboration and new methods of community engagement that aim 
for sustainable outcomes. 

On behalf of the McGowan Government, I applaud all the entrants of the 2021 Resources 
Sector Awards for Excellence. 

Congratulations on demonstrating the ability to push the boundaries and strive for excellence 
to safeguard and improve our State.

The Hon. Bill Johnston MLA

Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy



II

Golden Gecko and Community Partnership Awards

The Awards

Community Partnership
Resources Sector Award

Celebrating its 30th year, the prestigious Golden Gecko Award for Environmental 
Excellence has recognised more than 60 projects for demonstrating innovation, 
outstanding performance and positive environmental outcomes for WA. Since 1992 
award winning projects have raised best practice standards and demonstrated the 
continual adoption of innovative techniques and skills across industry. Applicants 
continue to develop innovative and remarkable solutions to address modern challenges 
and regulatory requirements. 

Now in its sixth year, this award publicly recognises Western Australian community 
groups and resources industry organisations that show outstanding achievement 
and leadership in building partnerships, creating mutually beneficial relationships and 
achieving positive outcomes. The results of these partnerships extend well beyond 
gaining a social licence to operate becuase they help create more cohesive communities.
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Agnew Hybrid Renewable Project
Gold Fields Australia & EDL

EDL’s Agnew Hybrid Renewable Project, at Gold Fields’ Agnew Gold Mine, is leading the 
mining sector’s transition to clean energy. The Project integrates five energy technologies 
to balance sustainability, economics, reliability and flexibility, powering the mine with more 
than 54 per cent renewable energy with 99.99 per cent reliability. 

With 56MW installed capacity, the Project is Australia’s largest hybrid renewable microgrid 
and makes Agnew Gold Mine the first in the country to utilise large-scale wind generation. 

The microgrid has reduced Gold Fields’ carbon footprint by 39,034 tonnes CO2-e (at April 
2021) since commissioning in May 2020.

The microgrid successfully integrates 18MW wind, 4MW solar and 21MW thermal 
generation, underpinned by a 13MW/4MWh battery and managed through an advanced 
control system. 

The microgrid’s demonstrated success in facilitating high renewable energy penetration 
without compromising reliability or quality, whilst reducing the off-grid mine’s exposure 
to fossil fuel price volatility and the risk of supply interruptions, paves the way for the 
Australian and international mining sectors to implement renewable solutions. 

Gold Fields was the Project initiator and sponsor, while microgrid owner and operator EDL 
was responsible for Project development, design, construction and commissioning. ARENA 
backed the Project with a recoupable AU$13.5 million contribution to construction costs.

2021 Golden Gecko Entrants
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Flora Restorer – revegetating a diverse ecosystem 
Iluka Resources Ltd

Flora Restorer is Iluka Resources’ innovative rehabilitation equipment design that 
dramatically improves the revegetation of Eneabba’s diverse kwongan ecosystem  
post-mining. 

At Iluka’s Eneabba mine site located in the Mid West of Western Australia, wind and water 
erosion of the region’s sandy soils limits seedling emergence. Very few broadcast seed 
establish in rehabilitation even though the seed is viable. Increasing the rate of emergence 
improves the quality and increases the area of rehabilitation while reducing impact on 
natural vegetation where seed is collected.

Five years of field research trials proved that the novel combination of processes increased 
seedling emergence two-to-three fold over established rehabilitation practice. These 
processes are:

• scarifying the soil surface for seed burial;

• air-seeding a diverse size and shape seed mix (120 species);

• land imprinting to create mini-reservoirs increasing rainfall infiltration; and

• stabilising with dilute bitumen emulsion to prevent wind erosion. 

To combine these processes into a single-pass operation, Iluka worked with local 
businesses to design, construct and commission a bespoke tractor-drawn machine –  
Flora Restorer. The design has more than doubled Iluka’s annual revegetation area within 
the diverse kwongan ecosystem and could be applied to other complex rehabilitation sites. 

2021 Golden Gecko Entrants



3

Lake Kepwari
Premier Coal Ltd and Yancoal Australia Ltd

A former open cut coal mine in Western Australia’s South West has been rehabilitated 
into a 100 hectare water body known as Lake Kepwari, surrounded by 120 hectares 
of bushland. This 220 hectare area was formally surrendered by Yancoal from the 
mining lease in August 2020. Recreational facilities have been constructed by the State 
Government and the area opened to the public as a recreation space in December 2020. 

Lake Kepwari, having been an open cut mine for nearly 30 years and an important driver 
of Collie’s economy, is now a tourist landmark that will contribute to Collie’s economic 
future for generations to come.

Rehabilitation of the overburden dumps started in the 1980’s during mining operations. 
After its closure in 1996, the mine void was filled from the Collie River, under licence over 
several years, to achieve the final level. Surrounding overburden dumps were shaped and 
rehabilitated with native vegetation. 

A successful flow through strategy was implemented so that the mine void formerly 
known as WO5B is now the body of water known as Lake Kepwari, fed from and flowing 
back into the Collie River. It is now an asset to the local community of Collie.

2021 Golden Gecko Entrants



4

2021 Community Partnership Entrants

Reducing our footprint 
Mitsui E&P, Dongara Men in Sheds, C.D. Dodd

Mitsui E&P Australia (MEPAU) is the operator of the Waitsia natural gas project in the 
Perth Basin. MEPAU partnered with the local community organisation, Dongara Men 
in Sheds, to undertake a scrap metal recycling initiative, following a similar project 
with joint venture partner Beach Energy. An opportunity existed to salvage and recycle 
redundant surface metal infrastructure from five MEPAU facilities. Salvaging the metal 
required specialist skills, so Dongara Men in Sheds referred MEPAU to the scrap metal 
recycling company C.D. Dodd for assistance. 

C.D. Dodd and Dongara Men in Sheds worked collaboratively under MEPAU’s Permit to 
Work and HSE Management System to undertake the salvage from December 2020 
to March 2021. All associated costs were recouped from the high-value return on sale 
of the scrap metal. Proceeds of the sale were donated to Dongara Men in Sheds. The 
funds were used to upgrade the local war memorial and install a distinctive poppy 
artwork commemorating fallen service men and women. 

The collaboration between MEPAU and Dongara Men in Sheds demonstrates that 
support and benefit goes both ways. MEPAU’s approach allowed a cost-neutral 
outcome in a challenging economic climate, while providing ongoing benefit and 
support to the Dongara community. 
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Dandjoo Darbalung program
IGO Ltd, AngloGold Ashanti, Sandfire Resources and Barminco

The Dandjoo Darbalung program, through the assistance of IGO Ltd, AngloGold Ashanti, 
Sandfire Resources and Barminco, supports students from Indigenous communities in 
remote areas of Western Australia and engages with them at an academic and cultural 
level at St Catherine’s College in Perth. The holistic program focuses on fostering a strong 
sense of identity, cultural security and belonging and is the largest Indigenous university 
residential program in Australia.

It has a current retention rate of 100 per cent (2021) and a pass rate of 76 per cent 
(2021), compared to a 57 per cent retention rate for Indigenous Australians studying at 
university elsewhere. 

The program develops proud, young Indigenous ambassadors who return to their 
communities with an objective to work with school age children and encourage them to 
stay in school, work hard to get good results and aspire to higher education. 

It is an innovative program that does more than support students while they are at 
university. It also works on the key transition points from completing year 12 into 
university and subsequently from university into skilled and sustained employment. 
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About the Award Trophies 
The Golden Gecko

Geckos are a barometer of a healthy environment, as they 
are often among the last animals to return as an ecosystem 
recovers from disturbance. Geckos are sensitive to change 
and have specific habitat requirements, so their return to 
areas after disturbance such as mining indicates that the 
ecosystem is becoming healthy, functional and resilient.

Recipients of the Golden Gecko Award receive a Golden Gecko Sculpture, designed and 
made by Western Australian artist George Kosturkov since 1997.

 Mr Kosturkov carves each gecko in polystyrene and then casts it in bronze, meaning no 
two Golden Gecko Awards are ever the same.

 Recipients of the award often ask Mr Kosturkov to make them additional Awards so that 
they can display the Golden Gecko around their operations in Western Australia.

The Community Partnership Resources Sector Award
The Community Partnership Resources Sector Award celebrates 
communities, young and old, who work with the resources sector 
to grow lasting relationships and outcomes the benefit future 
generations. 

The logo for this award represents the cohesive relationship 
between the sector, communities and the environment. The tree 
represents the growth that meaningful partnerships can create for  
a region or community.

Ian Dixon from Perth Art Glass designed the original Community Partnership Resources 
Sector Award. Since 2019, Anne Sorensen has created the Community Partnership 
Resources Sector Award trophies.

Anne is an independent studio artist, working in Bouvard, Western Australia. With twenty 
eight years of experience working with glass, Anne has developed her own distinctive 
style. Whether working with glass powders or casting glass she uses which ever 
techniques are needed to realise her ideas.
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Government of Western Australia
Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety

Where can I find more information?
More information about the Resources Sector 
Awards for Excellence is available on the 
department’s website at: 
www.dmirs.wa.gov.au/excellenceawards.

Any questions about the awards  
can be directed to:
Golden Gecko Awards Coordinator –  
golden.gecko@dmirs.wa.gov.au 

Community Partnership Awards Coordinator –  
communitypartnerships@dmirs.wa.gov.au 

Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety
Government of Western Australia
Mineral House, 100 Plain Street
East Perth, Western Australia 6004
Tel: +61 8 9222 3333
Fax: +61 8 9222 3862
Website: www.dmirs.wa.gov.au
Email: dmirs@dmirs.wa.gov.au

This booklet is printed on paper that is Certified Carbon Neutral by The Carbon 
Reduction Institute (CRI) in accordance with the global Greenhouse Gas Protcol 
and ISO 14040 framework. The paper contains 55% recycled fibre (25% post 
consumer and 30% pre consumer) and 45% elemental chlorine free pulp. All 
virgin pulp is derived from well-managed forests and controlled sources. It is 
manufactured by an ISO 14001 certified mill.


