
 

 

Environment Division Liaison Committee 

MINUTES – 17 June 2016 

Meeting No: 2/2016 Time: 9:30am – 11:30am 

Venue: DMP Level 8, Mineral House,  

100 Plain St, East Perth 

Secretariat Department of Mines and 

Petroleum – Environment Division 

 

Attendees: 

Dr Phil Gorey (Chair) Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) 

Mr Harry Backes Cement Concrete & Aggregates Australia (CCAA) 

Mr Simon Bennison Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) 

Ms Kirrillie Caldwell Chamber of Minerals and Energy WA (CME) (Proxy) 

Mr John Connolly  Department of Water (DoW) 

Mr Damien Hills  Australian Petroleum Production & Exploration Association (APPEA) 
(until 10.20am) 

Mr Les Lowe Amalgamated Prospectors and Leaseholders Association (APLA)  

 (via videoconference from Leonora) 

Mr Ed Schuller  Department of Environment Regulation (DER) (Proxy) 

Mr Anthony Sutton Office of Environmental Protection Authority (OEPA) 

Mr Richard Riordan  Department of State Development (DSD) 

Mr Milan Zaklan Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA (Inc.) (PGA) (Proxy) 

 

In Attendance: 

Ms Sarah Bellamy Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) (Item 4.3) 

Ms Karen Caple Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) (Observer) 

Dr Marnie Leybourne Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) (Observer) 

Mr Mark Summerville Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) (Item 4.1) 

Ms Louise Thomas Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) (Item 4.1) 

 

Secretariat: 

Ms Kate Buckley Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Chair of the Environment Division Liaison Committee (EDLC) opened the meeting at 

9.40 am and welcomed the proxy members. 
 
1.2 Apologies 

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted apologies from: 

(i) Ms Kelly Faulkner, DER; 
(ii) Mr Kane Moyle, CME; 
(iii) Mr Gary Peacock, PGA; 
(iv) Mr Patrick Pearlman, EDO; and 
(v) Ms Mia Pepper, CCWA. 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

2.1 Acceptance of Minutes 

EDLC  

(a) Accepted the minutes of Meeting No. 1/2016 held on 18 March 2016 without change. 
 
2.2 Review of Action List 

EDLC: 

(a) Noted the Action List updated from the 18 March 2016 meeting, in particular the Public 
Health Bill 2014, which is currently in the Legislative Council, in relation to the process 
of and triggers for health risk assessments. DMP to facilitate brieifing if required.  

 
(a) Agreed that the Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) will provide further 

information to members, including a briefing by the Department of Health (DoH) if 
required.  

 
 
2.3 Terms of Reference 

EDLC: 

(a) Noted the Chair’s advice that the Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) is 
currently reviewing the governance arrangements for its various committees, both 
statutory and non-statutory, to improve the effectiveness of these committees.  The 
review includes consideration of the committees’ terms of reference, membership and 
administrative procedures and documentation. 

(b) Agreed to defer consideration of the revised terms of reference for the Committee until 
the next meeting. 

 
 
3. STANDING ITEMS 
 
3.1 Key Emerging Issues – DMP coordination of inter-agency advice/input 

EDLC: 

(a) Noted the circumstances in which DMP’s regulatory process interacts with those of 
other agencies, such as specialist advice to inform decisions; approvals required by 
other agencies; and referral for decision by other agencies such as Part IV assessment 
under the Environmental Protection Act 1986. 

(b) Noted the governance arrangements in place under administrative agreements and 
memoranda of understanding between agencies. 

(c) Agreed that DMP will undertake data analysis of referrals, discuss with CCAA, and 
provide a report to the next EDLC meeting. 

(d) Noted that the current timeframe for assessing applications for excess tonnage (in 
relation to a programme of work) is currently being reviewed by DMP and will be 
considered through the department’s Mining Industry Liaison Committee. 
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3.2 DMP Transparency Reforms 

EDLC: 

(a) Noted the update provided by DMP on the department’s review of legislative provisions 
which may restrict the release of documents; that the Mining Amendment Regulations 
2015 for facilitating the release of environmental data will be reconsidered following this 
review; and the submission of public disclosure documents to accompany petroleum 
environment plan applications. 

(b) Agreed that DMP provides a copy of its Transparency Policy to members, noting it is 
also available on DMP’s website at www.dmp.wa.gov.au. 

 
 
4. AGENDA ITEMS 
 
4.1 Spatial Lodgement Systems 

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted the agenda paper and presentation by Ms Louise Thomas and Mr Mark 

Summerville from DMP on the Programme of Work (PoW) Spatial Lodgement System. 

(b) Noted the System will reduce the screening checks currently required for PoW 
lodgements; formalise the tolerance of activity location within spatial boundaries, while 
accurately capturing total disturbance areas; and enable the targeting of questions and 
information required according to the spatial layer intersections. 

(c) Noted that system provides the best available data and does not absolve the tenement 
holder of their responsibilities under other legislation, and that this will be made clear in 
the text of the system lodgement.  

(d) Agreed DMP will provide the committee information on user testing and training 
opportunities for the Programme of Work Spatial Lodgement system for the Committee 
to promote to members of their organisations.  

 
 
4.2 Activity Based Mining Proposals 

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted the agenda paper and presentation by Dr Marnie Leybourne from DMP in 

relation to activity based mining proposals. 

(b) Noted that for each tenement  there will only be one mining proposal. 

(c) Noted that once the activity is authorised via a mining proposal, minor variations to that 
activity with no change to the risk of environmental harm will not require the submission 
of a new mining proposal to the DMP for assessment and approval.  

(d) Noted the Guideline for Mining Proposals in Western Australia (April 2016) is now 
available on the DMP website.   

(e) Noted the Guideline takes effect from 1 January 2017 and that there is a transition 
period until 31 December 2016, during which time proponents will have the choice of 
using the 2016 Guideline or the pre-existing 2006 guidelines. 
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4.3 Abandoned Mines Program 

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted the agenda paper and presentation by Ms Sarah Bellamy from DMP on the 

department’s Abandoned Mines Program. 

(b) Noted that any proceeds raised from the auction and sale of equipment, from the 
Ellendale Diamond mine site (a gazetted abandoned mine site) are provided back to 
the creditors. 

 
 
5. STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION  

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted the agenda paper.  

(b) Agreed that DMP will provide updates on the status of projects for which stakeholder 
consultation has recently closed.   
 
 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 

6.1 Increase in tenement rentals 

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted industry’s concern that the unintended consequence of the increase in tenement 

rents is that Schedule 2 – fees and rents (of the Mining Regulations 1981) is used to 
calculate shire rates.  

 
 
6.2 Environmental Protection Authority – WA Supreme Court decision (WASC 482) – 

Save Beeliar Wetlands (Inc) (the Roe 8 decision) 

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted the update provided by Mr Anthony Sutton from the Office of the Environmental 

Protection Authority on the subsequent independent legal and governance review of 
the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA), which found the EPA’s suite of policies 
and procedures was overly complicated and that the policy framework should be 
updated.  

(b) Noted the ongoing work across government agencies to address the implications of 
the review. 

 
 
6.3 Mining Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 

EDLC: 
 
(a) Noted that DMP has provided a departmental response to the Minister for Mines and 

Petroleum on the Standing Committee on Legislation’s Report on its Inquiry into the 
Mining Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. 
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7. CLOSE AND NEXT MEETING 
 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 11.30 am, noting the 
next meeting is scheduled for Friday 16 September 2016 from 9.30 – to 11.30 am. 

 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 2/2016 OF THE ENVIRONMENT DIVISION LIAISON 
COMMITTEE HELD ON 17 JUNE 2016 
 
ENDORSED AS A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD OF THE MEETING 
 
 
……………………………………… ……………………………… 
                    Chair                Date 


