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                                                                Media Response

100 Plain Street East Perth Western Australia 6004

 
13 October 2008
Questions from Amanda Banks, West Australian Newspaper.
Please attribute to Department of Industry and Resources Deputy Director of Resources Stedman Ellis.
Under the Petroleum Pipelines Act 1969, the Department role is to ensure safety of the workforce and that the facilities were fit for purpose. This is carried out through a nationally accepted safety case regime, which provides for a safety management system and audits of the operator’s actions to comply with the system. 
The Department established a MoU with NOPSA in 2005, which was later changed to a service level agreement and DoIR has since relied on that contracted agency to undertake audits and inspections and provide safety advice for the Varanus Island facilities.

Minister Norman Moore has indicated he may call a further inquiry into the actions of the regulators of the Apache development. Until such an inquiry or investigation makes its report, it is inappropriate for DoIR to comment on speculation regarding monitoring and compliance of the Varanus Island facility
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