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Response for Reuters Thompson, Occupational Health News.

Please attribute to Department of Industry and Resources Deputy Director of Resources Stedman Ellis.
The NOPSA report identifies the immediate cause of the explosion on Varanus Island, based on a survey of the site, interviews with witnesses and examination and testing of the damaged pipe. This comprehensive report took 12 weeks to complete.

In its report (p4) NOPSA acknowledges and details work that remains to be completed, including testing and analysis of further pipe samples, interviews with key Apache personnel and details relating to cathodic protection of the pipeline, but says this: “. is unlikely to significantly change the nature of the findings.”

The Department expects to complete the outstanding elements of this investigation in November. The Department is considering all the findings of the report. 

The Petroleum Pipelines Act 1969 (PPA) provides for prosecution if an operator is found to be at fault and penalties could include fines, imprisonment and requirement that the operations cease.
Audits and inspections and regarding offshore pipelines are carried out under a nationally accepted safety case regime, which provides for a safety management system, and audits of the operator’s actions to comply with the system. 

The Department will work with NOPSA and the Western Australian Department of Consumer and Employment Protection (DoCEP) to identify possible improvements to this regime, which would apply to all pipelines.

The Department has asked the six operators of pipelines with shore crossings in Western Australia to report on their safety and integrity procedures. Their responses will be incorporated into the discussions with NOPSA and DoCEP.

All operators are currently complying with the nationally accepted safety case regime.

However, the industry and State and Commonwealth regulators need to learn from this incident and continuously improve safety management systems, compliance and the regulatory framework.
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