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Introduction
Prime contractors have multiple responsibilities to ensure that 
dangerous goods are transported safely. This self-audit tool is 
a good starting point to evaluate your transport system.

Why is self-auditing important?
Ensuring occupational safety within your consignment and 
transport operations for dangerous goods is a primary 
responsibility of prime contractors. Self-auditing is a “health 
check” for your business that should enable you to identify 
gaps and take effective corrective actions.

Using this self-audit tool
The sections of this self-audit align with Department of Mines 
and Petroleum’s Six Pillars of Dangerous Goods Transport 
strategy. They address a selection of regulations concerning 
prime contractors. 

Where deficiencies are identified by a prime contractor, it is 
recommended that they are rectified internally in your quality 
management system.

You should familiarise yourself with the applicable regulations 
and codes.

Legislation
• Dangerous Goods Safety Act 2004

• Dangerous Goods Safety (Road and Rail Transport of Non-
explosives) Regulations 2007

Guidance
Available from the National Transport Commission  
www.ntc.gov.au 

• Australian Dangerous Goods Code (ADG 7.3)

• Load Restraint Guide (LRG)

Available from Standards Australia, www.standards.org.au

• HB 76 Dangerous goods  initial emergency response 
guide

• AS 1678 Emergency procedure guide – Transport

Scope of audit
This tool applies to the transport of packaged dangerous 
goods, not road tanker operations. Use the self-audit if 
transporting:

• packages less than 500 kg (or litres) capacity (e.g. 200 L 
drums, 25 L pails, 25 kg bags, cylinders, batteries)

• placardable units (e.g. IBCs, pressure drums, manifold 
cylinder packs, portable tanks). 

Audit sections
• Instruction and training

• Packaging

• Segregation

• Restraint

• Safety equipment and vehicle safety

• Placarding

• Transport documentation

Verification activities
Verification is important to ensure compliance with the 
Dangerous Goods Safety (Road and Rail Transport of Non-
explosives) Regulations 2007.

Some things you can do as part of the verification process are 
listed below.

• Staff interview – drivers, trainers, loaders, schedulers, 
maintenance

• Packaging suitability      

• Vehicle loading arrangement 

• Vehicle inspection (e.g. gates, twist locks, dunnage, 
straps)

• Maintenance practice

• Placarding practice  

• Consignment system review – use

 – Australian Standards HB 76 and AS 1678

 – transport document

 – consignment notes, bill of lading, retained for three 
months
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Department of Mines and Petroleum 
100 Plain Street 
EAST PERTH WA 6004

Resources Safety Division 
Telephone: + 61 8 9358 8002 
NRS:  13 36 77 
Facsimile: + 61 8 9358 8000 
Email:  ResourcesSafety@dmp.wa.gov.au 
Website: www.dmp.wa.gov.au/ResourcesSafety


