
Exploration Licence Application

Where over private property, 
application is served on:
- Local authority;
- owner/occupier; and/or
- any mortgagee.

S33(1)

Where over Crown land (inc. 
pastoral lease), application is 
served on:
- pastoral lessee; or
- other lessee.

S118
Any objection  to be lodged at 
Office of Mining Registrar –

Form 16
S59(1); R67

Warden recommends 
to Minister

S59(5)

Warden hears objections
S59(4)

21 days from notification

Proponent action

Agency action

Minister’s action

Other authority action

Public action

Decision point

Critical path

Legend:

Mining registrar 
recommends to Minister

S59(2) & (3)

Copy of application to be:
- advertised in newspaper R64(5); and 

Immed. Copy of application to be posted 
on Office notice board

R64(2)Application to be lodged 
at any Office of 

Mining Registrar - Form 21
S58(1)(d) 14 days

35 days

No objection
lodged

Where application
is over Reserve land 

or proposed reserves, 
recommendations/ 

concurrences sought 
from relevant 

Ministers (vested 
authorities)

S23-25/MOUs

Native title over 
all affected land 

has been 
extinguished (eg 
private property) 

Minister determines 
with conditions

S59(6)

No objection 
to expedited 

procedure lodged 
with NNTT

S29 of Native Title Act triggered:
- Intention to grant under expedited 

procedure advertised
- Relevant NT parties, licence 
applicant and NNTT notified

Expedited procedure negotiated by 
Government/licence applicant/NT party(s)
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Objection to expedited procedure 
lodged with NNTT by NT title party(s) 

Recommendation made to 
Minister, including conditions

Agreement reached 
– objection by NT 
party(s) withdrawn

No agreement reached –
NNTT considers objection

NNTT determines 
expedited procedure

applies

Expedited procedure does 
not apply – application 

moves to Section 31 of the 
right to negotiate process

NNTT issues 
clearance for the 

licence application

Mining Act 1978
Mining Regulations 1981

Native Title Act 1993
Administrative MOUs

Sources:

*  Schedule of endorsements and conditions draw lessee’s 
attention to provisions of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972

Title issued with conditions*
S62, S63, S63AA


